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1
 This piece is in response to a piece by J. David Bleich (“The Jewish Entailments of Life.” Sh’ma 21/401) 

whom he critiques as overly committed to devoted funds and energy to the prolonging of life through 

medical research and who fails in his mind to recognize that “Preservation of life is certainly a crucial goal 

of society, but it cannot legitimately replace all.”    
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 In addition to the print sources below- Yeshiva University’s www.yutorah.org has a number of 

informative lectures on various topics in Jewish Law- its selection of lectures on Medical Ethics is 

particularly good- and has lectures from many of the leading poskim on these matters. These lectures 

include: 
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Schachter, Rav Herschel. “Time of Death: Cardiac Death in Jewish Law.” (September 10
th
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Tendler, Rav Moshe. Time of Death: Brain Death in Jewish Law. (September 10
th

 2006).  
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 For a discussion of the issue of what Halakha determines to be the time of death see articles by Rabbis 

Moshe Tendler and Hershel Schachter amongst others in Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Society 17 

(1989) as well as other sources cited in Rabbi Barry Freundel’s first endnote on the topic. The orthodox 

material on the subject is voluminous and well beyond the scope of this bibliography.   

http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/teshuvot/docs/19861990/mackler_care.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/teshuvot/docs/20012004/oh_329_yd_370_nevins.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/teshuvot/docs/20012004/oh_329_yd_370_nevins.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/teshuvot/docs/19861990/reisner_care.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/teshuvot/docs/19861990/maibeinaihu.pdf
http://www.yutorah.org/
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/717817/Rabbi_Howard_Apfel/Prolonging_Life:_Blessing_or_Burden_Do_Not_Resuscitate_Orders_In_Halacha
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/712930/Rabbi%20%20Kenneth%20%20Brander/Perspectives%20on%20Medical%20Intervention%20at%20the%20End%20of%20Life%20(12/8/05)
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/726328/Rabbi%20%20Kenneth%20%20Brander/End%20of%20Life%20Issues:%20Autopsy,%20Goses,%20Organ%20Donation
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/716089/Rabbi_Hershel_Schachter/Time_of_Death:_Cardiac_Death_in_Jewish_Law
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/716090/Rabbi_Moshe_D._Tendler/Time_of_Death:_Brain_Death_in_Jewish_Law


Jewish Ethics and the Care of End-of-Life Patients: A Collection of Rabbinical, 

 Bioethical, Philosophical, and Juristic Opinions ed. Peter Hurwitz, Jacques 

 Picard, Avraham Steinberg et al. Ktav, 2006.  

 

Kunin, Joshua. “Brain Death: Revisiting the Rabbinic Opinions in Light of Current 

 Medical Knowledge.” Tradition 28:4 (2004).   

 

Reichman, Dr. Edward. "The Halakhic Definition of Death in Light of Medical History" 

 Torah U'Madda Journal (1993).   

--- “Don't Pull the Plug on Brain Death Just Yet.” Tradition 28:4 (2004).  

 

Schachter, Rav Herschel. “Determining the Time of Death” in: “Symposium: 

 Determining the Time of Death” in: Journal of Halachah and Contemporary 

 Society XVII (1989). (32-40).  

 

Soloveitchik, Rav Aharon. “Death According to Halacha.” in: “Symposium: 

 Determining the Time of Death” Journal of Halachah and Contemporary Society 

 XVII (1989). (41-48).  

 

Tendler, Rav Moshe D. “Definition of Death in Judaism” in: “Symposium: Determining 

 the Time of Death” Journal of Halachah and Contemporary Society XVII (1989). 

 (14-31).  

--- “Halakhic Death Means Brain Death” Jewish Review (January-February 1990).   

 

 

 

 


